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Rational thought prevails on Polar Bear issue

Thursday, 18 March 2010

Doha, Qatar: The rejection of the proposal for an Appendix I listing of the polar bear (Ursus maritimus) by the CITES Conference of the Parties in Doha, Qatar by a decisive vote of 62 to 48 vindicates the efforts of countries opposed to the listing of species on emotive grounds - rather than the scientific criterion laid down by the CITES Convention. 

IWMC believes the speculative promotion of species without justifiable conservation management grounds is proving to be more of a hindrance than a help to those engaged and committed to the preservation of plants and animals in genuine danger of becoming extinct.  

The vote reflects the prevailing opinion that the polar bear is in no way endangered through trade within the range states of its habitat. 

Eugene Lapointe, President of IWMC said: “Should this vote have been accepted it would have set a risky precedent, opening a door for the listing of all sorts of species of fauna and flora on non-scientific grounds. Promoting an agenda whereby species are elevated to flag species status, in the absence of verifiable science motivation can, and has been shown to have, a negative impact on wildlife and the long-term integrity and sustainability of their populations.   
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