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CITES Overwhelmingly Endorses Fisheries Body

Doha, 18 March 2010 -
CITES’ decisive rejection of a proposal to list the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna on its Appendix I represents a strong endorsement of the international fisheries body, ICATT, which recently substantially reduced quotas for 2010 to just 13,500 tonnes and instituted a comprehensive stock recovery program.

Atlantic Bluefin Tuna represents less than one per cent of global tuna consumption.  While depleted, the species is not threatened by biological extinction.  A CITES listing would have undermined ICATT and caused confusion in the fisheries trade since many fish products look alike.  

Eugene Lapointe, President of IWMC, said: “This is good news for fisheries because it maintains the regulatory role of regional bodies that have the expertise and authority to manage stocks properly.  We now need to see success with ICATT’s recovery program for the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna.  A considerable amount of international credibility is resting on that program.”    

IWMC believes that CITES should not be involved in fishery management issues.  The most significant challenge for international fisheries institutions is to manage fish stocks at consistent levels so that low cost food can be obtained by consumers around the world.  Conserving fish stocks is primarily a production issue, not a preservation or ethical issue.  
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