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CITES CORAL VOTE REFLECTS NON-ENDANGERED STATUS

Doha, 21 March 2010 -  Today’s decision by CITES not to list red coral on its Appendix II reflects the fact that the species is not endangered, is not on the IUCN Red List and fails to meet the required listing criteria .  

The rejection affords the harvesters of precious corals a future through which they can earn a sustainable living and a stable livelihood.  At the same time, these harvesters will be able to continue working with local fisheries and maritime authorities in managing these populations for future generations.  

Commenting on the vote, IWMC President, Eugene Lapointe said, “Corals have been harvested for thousands of years.  The unnecessary listing of Corallidae would have simply increased the administrative burden on workers and added no real value to the present management programmes and actions that are currently in effect.”  

The Mediterranean Regional Fisheries organisation, the GFCM has recently agreed on a new working plan for the red coral.  

“Those communities and authorities living, working and monitoring the red coral populations are in the best position to facilitate the future propagation of the species on a sustainable basis.”
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