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CITES BARS AFRICAN NATIONS FROM BENEFITING FROM NATURAL RESOURCES  

Doha, Qatar, Monday, 22 March 2010 - Today’s rejection by CITES of proposals to downlist abundant elephant populations in Tanzania and Zambia and sell off their ivory reserves amounts to a ban on the use of African natural resources.  

After Tanzania’s proposal was defeated, Zambia withdrew its request to sell its ivory stocks only to see its elephant downlisting proposal narrowly fail to secure a two-thirds majority.  Both countries could bring back their proposals to the plenary session later this week.  

These decisions, if not reversed, stonewall the efforts of these African nations to promote the well-being of growing elephant herds and provide their people with sustainable resources essential to their co-survival. 

At the same time, growing resentment of the destructive impact of elephants on agricultural lands and human settlements may now bring about further and unnecessary agitation against elephants and could spur increased poaching.     

Eugene Lapointe, President of IWMC, said: “Significant ivory stocks will now be left in storage instead of generating revenue for use in elephant conservation.  Africans are effectively being barred from utilising their own natural resources.”

A separate proposal introduced by Kenya to expand existing prohibitions on ivory sales was withdrawn after a key element was overwhelmingly rejected by 76 votes to 38.  Elephant conservation in Central Africa is dogged by increased poaching because citizens have no means of gaining any legal benefits from the animals. Law enforcement agencies are unable to adequately police their domestic bans on the use of elephants.   Kenya admitted to the meeting that its domestic elephant poaching is at a record high and its claim to have some of the best law enforcement was met with ironic laughter and sighs of disbelief by conference delegates.  

Mr Lapointe added:  “The situation is simple.  Prohibition plus poverty causes poaching.  Where people are given incentives to conserve, elephant stocks increase and poachers are put out of business.  

“CITES has avoided taking a step backwards by rejecting an expansion of prohibitions, but it has missed an opportunity to move elephant conservation forward by not permitting carefully controlled ivory sales.”
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