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IWMC President Asks CITES CoP15 to Establish Intersessional Working Group

on Listing Marine Fish Species

Following is the text of an intervention made today by Eugene Lapointe, President of IWMC, to the COP15 meeting in Doha, Qatar.  

Mr. Chair. 

We certainly would not question the validity of the FAO recommendations. However, they do not address the fundamental conservation issues we are facing.  

When looking at this proposal – and for that matter all proposals to list marine fish species on CITES Appendices – I have the feeling that we are entering a tunnel in which – expanding the cliché - not only do we not see the end of it, but we do not even see the beginning of it. 

There are no lights at all, at the entrance of the tunnel to indicate what is going to happen inside the tunnel. There are too many dark, unknown factors.

Before continuing in that direction, we need to address some fundamental issues, correct some obvious problems and create an acceptable framework which will guarantee the effectiveness of such listings. In other words, Mr. Chair, we need to put lights in the tunnel, before moving into it.

What are these lights? CITES should refrain from listing marine fish species, until such time as 

a) CITES has solved the problems of implementation and enforcement existing with already listed species such as Humphead Wrasse (see document CoP15 Doc. 51 from Indonesia);  

b) CITES has developed proper mechanisms for the enforcement of international trade in marine fish species listed under its Appendices, mechanisms that take into account the very specific nature of the trade in fish and fish products;

c) CITES has demonstrated its effectiveness for conservation of already listed marine fish species;

d) A proper and generally accepted definition of  “introduction from the sea” has been agreed to; 

e) The conflict of interpretation of the words “reduction/decline” between the FAO and CITES be resolved (Annex 2 a of Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP14)); and

f) The threat of “Look alike” principle – as it could apply to marine fish species – has been fully and clearly understood.

In conclusion, Mr. Chair, it might be appropriate for the Conference of the Parties to establish an intersessional working group to analyze the impacts and consequences of listing marine fish species in CITES Appendices.  

Thank you, Mr. Chair.  
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