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CITES Shark Listing Proposals Produce Mixed Outcomes

Doha, 23 March 2010 - IWMC World Conservation Trust today called for CITES to establish a working group to consider the listing of marine fish species as proposals to list six shark species at CITES COP15 today resulted in one listing, four narrow rejections and one clear rejection.  The narrowly rejected proposals are likely to be reconsidered at the plenary session later this week.  

IWMC is concerned that fish listings will have limited conservation benefit,  are based on limited data because of the difficulties of assessing stock levels and trends, add substantial administrative and bureaucratic measures that will put fishermen out of work and divert attention away from proper species management measures such as initiatives to reduce bycatch.

Eugene Lapointe, President of IWMC, said: “CITES is not equipped to act as a fisheries management body.  It needs to carefully examine its own limitations in this area before it moves forward with listings that, on procedural grounds, would prove difficult to reverse even as stocks recover.”

In an intervention at the meeting, Mr. Lapointe cited implementation and enforcement problems, the need for specific CITES mechanisms for fisheries, measures of effectiveness, catch landing definitions, conflicts between CITES and FAO terminology and problems relating to the management of look-alike species.  

A working group could examine these issues and provide advice to the Parties on how CITES could most effectively be applied to the conservation of fish marine species.  
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For more information or comment, please contact:  Eugene Lapointe on mobile:  684 2937 or Gavin Carter on mobile:  5745064
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