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CITES LEADING AFRICA’s ELEPHANTS INTO CONSERVATION CUL-DE-SAC  

Thursday, 25 March 2010

Doha, Qatar: Tanzania and Zambia’s appeals to have their burgeoning population of elephants more appropriately managed under CITES Appendix II listings was rejected in the plenary session of the 15th Conference of the Parties earlier today, leaving these elephants heading towards a conservation cul-de-sac.   

The proposals of both Tanzania and Zambia which went to the vote of the assembly were both rejected in the final ballots with members overlooking the remarks made by supporting countries and pushing aside the amended proposals re-submitted by both countries.  
Zambia’s revised proposal asked Parties to reconsider an Appendix II listing of the species. In terms of their amendments, Zambia sought sanction from CITES to be able to relocate excess elephants into other countries and by so doing, help supplement depleted stocks in other parts of Africa. Their proposal also revised the permissions for the trade of raw hides and licensed trophy hunting which could earn valuable revenues for conservation and stem the growing tide of human-elephant conflicts in the region. 

IWMC Executive Vice-President, Jaques Berney said, “We have missed the opportunity to help Zambia and Tanzania put their elephant conservation efforts on a firmer footing. Besides not meeting the biological criteria of CITES, the retention in Appendix I status is not required given the current high numbers of elephants in these countries and the measures they currently have in place in terms of their own prohibition policies, managerial facilities and enforcement processes”

“The lack of support given to countries such as Zambia and Tanzania who have been working within the framework of the Convention for many years is discouraging and offers no incentive to those countries trying to achieve their conservation goals and meet the increasing social and economic demands of their citizens. 

An Appendix II listing would have provided these countries with the access to revenues and benefits needed to fund expanded conservation programmes.  Instead, we have closed off this avenue and left the species heading down the road to a dead-end.”        
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