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WHALES AND PEOPLE

THE IWC PROCESS MUST RESPECT BOTH
The IWC process began as a conservation mechanism that exhibited concern for the conservation of whales and equally, for the rights of people who use them in a sustainable fashion in pursuit of their livelihoods.  Over the years, the Commission has been joined by a number of nations whose leaders choose to ignore one of these two basic original concepts; there now is a movement that seeks to deny any people the right to utilize whales in a consumptive manner, regardless of the sustainability of that usage.  The drastic change in direction of the IWC results in damage to the very concept of conservation, which is traditionally defined as wise and sustainable use of living resources.  This unfortunate new direction denies people their traditional rights to live in harmony with whales and the rest of the global ecosystem, which we share with them.  

IWMC advocates for the rights of people to sustainably use their resources.  We and our supporters strongly believe that the Proposed Consensus Decision fails to exhibit due respect for people as they seek to continue their traditional life ways.  Further, the proposal exhibits disrespect for the sovereignty of member nations through denial of their right to object to any element that would damage their national interests.  The right of reservation, or objection, to specific elements of international conventions is a standard in international relations; without this option, there would be no conventions.

Characterization of it as a “loophole” is derogatory, as is use of the term when applied to Article VIII, because scientific research is an integral part of this Convention.

Human cooperation in global affairs depends on sustaining the principle of rational negotiation and compromise within an environment of mutual respect.  IWMC urges the application of two principles in conservation of whales; the first is that science must be the guiding light and vision for ensuring the continuation and welfare of species that are impacted by humans.   Any human use of resources must be scientifically justifiable in terms of sustainability as demonstrated by models of process and prediction that involve human actions.  There is no acceptable place in resource conservation for cultural domination of one group over another as a blatant power demonstration.

The current politicization of the IWC process has resulted in perversion of the original convention goals, now thwarted by the new and unjustified refusal to allow any use of whales, regardless of human needs or the long term safety of that use.  Those who propose this new regime have unwisely chosen to dehumanize people and to humanize whales, to promote an agenda that they characterize as “PEOPLE AGAINST WHALES”.  In our opinion the proposed consensus decision dictates that people give everything to whales and receive little in return.  

Human use of whales is not “against” them; it is a genuine celebration of whales as an essential part of their cultural definition of themselves.  This new agenda is not constructive.  Observers of the recent IWC process perceive this time in the organization’s history as the “Moment of Last Chance”.  The IWC must not be allowed to reach the point where it is closed for business, through adamant pursuit of an agenda that is foreign to everything the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling represents.  

The Return of Sticks and Stones

School kids call it name-calling and you know that there is at least a possibility of peace breaking out at the International Whaling Commission when the morally righteous – that is those who oppose whaling on ethical grounds – conjure up a series of stunts designed to cast aspersions against whaling nations, principally Japan.  
The basic idea is to undermine Japan’s public credibility to the degree where the mere suggestion of making any sort of compromise on whaling would be akin to making a pact with the devil.  The attempt to portray Japan as untrustworthy and conniving in this way borders on racism and it certainly has the effect of stirring up emotions among the more pliable members of the anti-whaling press corps.  
So before we even arrived in Morocco, an Australian-owned British newspaper was manufacturing a story about bribery and corruption using an agent provocateur to extract secret confessions of wrongdoing.  The British and Australians were deeply troubled by their discovery that when vast amounts of money are touted around, some potential recipients express an interest in learning more.   
Shock!

Australian and British reporters (can anyone detect a pattern here?) have also been falling over themselves to register moral outrage over allegations of illegal sales of whale meat in (guess where…) Japan.  The independent organization pulling the strings is none other than Greenpeace.  There is nothing like tales of criminality to stir the pot some more. 
Awe!
Meanwhile, the British Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society has stumbled upon an apparently previously unknown feature of commerce – the profit motive.  Someone should tell them there is a difference between selling products and services to make a profit or avoid a loss (think animal rights groups selling concern and influence to “save” animals) and profiteering (making excessive profits through black market trading).  Still, what’s in a word?  “Profiteering” is a much more powerful slur.  
One of Bill Hogarth’s achievements as IWC Chairman was in reducing the destructive rhetoric and needless animosity at these gatherings.  It is now back with a vengeance precisely because opponents of whaling feel they have to make the IWC’s decisions political and emotional if they are to block progress.  The name-calling and bullying should be recognized for what it is.  
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