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MORLEY’S GHOST
Not so long ago, British Fisheries Minister Elliott Morley pronounced in true “Holier Than Thou” spirit that he would clean up the IWC.  He presented Japan with a cut of whale meat at IWC 54 which he said was proof of illegal harvesting.  It was subsequently determined to have been caught legally.  
The crusading Mr. Morley was subsequently caught himself, in a corruption scandal in which he and others fiddled their Parliamentary expenses.  He admitted stealing £30,000 through false accounting and is currently serving a sixteen month jail term.  
Now the UK delegation is at it again, offloading onto delegates a series of proposed changes to the IWC’s rules and procedures that have kept the meeting busy through Tuesday and Wednesday.  
Animal rights groups permanently accuse their opponents of wrong-doing – it is their modus operandi – and last year News International collaborated with them to run a story alleging corruption by supporters of whaling.  Based on hearsay and dubious reporting methods, the claims were rebuffed by delegates in Agadir.  
News international is currently mired in a massive corruption scandal of its own.  UK authorities are investigating how News International hacked into hundreds of mobile telephones and made illegal pay-offs to police officers in exchange for information.  Mr. Morley may soon be welcoming some News International journalists to his current abode.  
Pro-whaling nations believe that the UK – which consults openly with animal rights groups and plans strategies with them – is using the dubious corruption allegations as cover to change the IWC’s rules and procedures in ways that change the balance of participation in favor of anti-whaling nations.   
Developing nations are not always in a position to pay memberships dues ahead of meetings.  IWC rules are that governments can only vote at plenary meetings if their payments have cleared.  This leaves poorer nations hostage to bank clearance processes that can delay the approval of transfers for up to seven days and make the difference between being able or unable to vote.  

Treasury departments of developing countries sometimes choose to release funds only at the last minute, making cash payments the only feasible means to both pay the IWC and participate fully.  The UK wants to restrict payments to the IWC to bank transfers and to formally link voting to the receipt of funds.   
Instead of discussing these issues with developing nations first, the UK chose force its perspective through the Commission.  But as IWC 63 wrestles with the issue, the UK still hasn’t presented evidence that corruption has actually occurred.  It seems that the IWC is expected to trust the word of News International journalists – even as the entire UK political establishment runs away from News International as fast as it can.  
Once again the IWC is taking the path of conflict over cooperation and complexity over common sense.  A simple change allowing the IWC to accept cashier checks or bank drafts as cleared funds could largely ameliorate this whole situation.  

Morley’s ghost lives on.
__________________________________________
Abundant Food for the World’s Starving Masses

The BBC is broadcasting daily reports of what they refer to as eastern Africa’s worst famine on record.  With food shortages in various regions of the world and higher prices for key crops, millions of people are suffering and helpless children are dying miserably.  

Something could be done.  A potentially significant supply of clean meat, high in protein and healthy Omega 3 oils, is available.  The use of it would be a Godsend for millions, who will die without food aid.  This source is found in all the world’s oceans and is abundant.  But it is a political hot potato.  

So here we are, enjoying plenty of good food in Jersey as we debate the efficacy of whaling.  Iceland has been criticized for taking just 125 fin whales – one half of one per cent of that population.  This is well below reproductive levels and is clearly sustainable.  Have we got our priorities right?  Children are dying.  The Icelandic take of those animals did no harm to these stocks or the marine environment.  Minke whales are definitely neither endangered nor threatened anywhere.   

A carefully monitored, thoroughly documented take of abundant whales would be a humane response to the world hunger emergency.  This source of food could be immediately made available through cooperation between the producing countries and the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization, which could subsidize production, processing and transportation costs. 

Whale meat would not solve the famine problem.  Many factors are involved.  But it could completely solve the problem of starvation for large numbers of people.  And it would serve humanity.  

The effort could include scientific monitoring of the whale populations harvested so that decisions about on-going use of this resource can be backed up with data.   

The reaction to this suggestion, of course, will be for many delegates in Jersey to place their compassion for abundant whales above their compassion for starving people.  

It seems that famine and hardship present more of a challenge to our ethical sensibilities and perspectives than they should...  
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