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WITHHOLDING THE KEYS TO AFRICAS FUTURE LIVELIHOOD

For the more than 980 million people living in Africa, and with a human population growing by the day, restricting its citizens from the sustainable utilisation of its resources perhaps represents another form of colonialism or imposition that has for the past decades if not centuries, blocked its path to progress and prosperity. 

The continent is at a crossroads. Decisions about its future taken now can either shape it or paralyse efforts to overcome extreme poverty, corruption, political disparity and the high levels of human conflict currently hampering its economic and social evolution. 

Prescribing - or at worse, restricting the access of countries, governments and communities to the sustainable use of its inherent natural resources is as good as withholding the keys to the door of its future prosperity. 

Acknowledged as the “cradle of humankind”, man as a species relied on the basic instruments such as the bow and arrow and his knowledge and intuition of his natural surroundings to feed, nourish, clothe and protect his family and ensure the survival of his community.  Today, taking from Africa the very implements its people used to hunt and gather centuries on, is like keeping back the very waters that provide life and resilience to all living life gracing the length and breadth of this rich and diverse continent.  

Clearly, the path to its future survival lies in the sustainable conservation, utilisation and access to its natural living resources rather than the prohibition of trade in such assets. 

Attempts by many, most notably those at arms-length of this great ecosphere to protect for protection sake, has only served fence back these resources to the detriment of those communities who directly depend on its sustenance.  It is apparent that the balance is out of synch and threatens to suffocate the intricate network of ecosystems that is habitat to both man and all other species.   

The wild herds of elephant, rhino, antelope and other game have been left to the pillagers of foreign descent as well as local origin; with it the misdirected attempts to conserve and 
manage wildlife areas – albeit with honourable intent, have only served to sever and weaken the links of the bond holding man and animal within its natural harmonious context. 

The restoration of this natural equilibrium lies in a common respect for the rights of those who co-exist with their immediate natural environment and recognition of their responsibilities towards nurturing and preserving the natural assets in a manner that brings appreciation and awareness that these valuable resources will provide life from one season to the next - and indeed, one generation to the next.

Controlling the ecological dynamics to an extent where one species is allowed to propagate disproportionately over the other will drain, if not further put at risk the natural ability of the continent to replenish itself as nature has intended through the many ages of its existence. The trade-off between the hunter and the hunted rests in the careful and planned regulation and management of Africa’s resources as determined in cooperation with those who possess and share in its natural bounty. 

Denying Africans the access to the benefits of organised and regulated trade and the  bartering of its assets is cul-de-sac on Africa’s road towards economic liberation and one that it can ill-afford. Africa needs trade, not aid.

We stand at juncture where the global community holds the key to Africa’s future utilisation of its resources.  In generations to come the choice we make as to being the captor or emancipator of Africa’s natural and economic future, lies in the balance. Perhaps the destiny of  Africa as a continent, as a league of nations and greater diaspora presides rather in the hands of those that live, work and prevail within its great landscape. 

Our contribution and role should not be misguided by oversight but rather led by the wisdom of foresight.  The appropriate conservation, management and the sustainable utilisation and 
beneficiation of such resources is the very key to the enduring livelihood of Africa – man, animal and plant alike.     
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