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ON POLAR BEARS AND OTHER FLUFFY ANIMALS….

There are no polar bears in Africa. But there are rabbits in Africa and plenty of them.  

You may be asking yourself what is the link, if any between these two mammals, besides the fact that they are mammals.  One resides in the northern reaches of our planet and the other is found abundantly across most parts of Africa – except of course for the rarely seen Riverine rabbit. Well, the link is not often clear but both are supplementary food sources, one for the indigenous Inuit people of the North and the other for many famished communities that survive in poverty-stricken areas of Africa by eating rabbits - or as they are more widely referred to as  “bush meat”. 

Neither are endangered, but one is up for CITES Appendix I listing.  Will this mean that the common Africa bush rabbit will be considered cute enough for a proposal of its own?

 Many might also think that our society is too advanced to be running around chasing rabbits or being chased by polar bears just for the sake of an evening meal. It is all too easy for us to relegate this kind of lifestyle to some primitive or predatory existence, but the truth be known, this is how many generations of two opposing cultures have survived to this day – and continue to live out their existence through the utilisation of the resources they have at hand.  Living off the land was the supermarket of yesterday. Today we have a more sophisticated set-up where fresh meat is dressed up and packaged to look good for the hungry customer.  What is hidden or more pertinently out of sight and out of mind, is the process of getting the steak to the plate.

Of course bears and rabbits are just too fluffy and cute to be eaten, so they somehow don’t make it to the front row of our local checkout counter.  Does this mean that the Eskimo should starve or another child should go hungry in Africa? 

Each day, millions of people exercise their rights in the utilisation of the resources that they have at their disposal – right down to what they want or would like for supper.  Why is it that we feel we have the right to make such an imposition on groups of people who have far fewer resources to survive on?  

Within our sophisticated, westernised idealism and sense of democracy and humanity, are we not able to engineer a compromise where permissible trade in cute and cuddly creatures can be managed in a manner that brings access and benefits to those individuals and communities who depend on them for their evening meal?    

Perhaps next time when you’re out shopping just give some thought to the following question…When last did you have to catch your own supper?       
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