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PREJUDICE MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO DESTROY AFRICA’S PRIDE IN ITS ELEPHANTS

In all of Africa’s history the elephant has always been a symbol of strength, of courage and pride.  For Africans in particular, living side by side with the elephant, this animal has been their source of food, the subject of their stories and a legacy that has been a part of their culture and customs since time began.   

The citizens of Africa do not want to see the elephant disappear.  It is a far too precious and valuable a resource to allow this to happen.  Africa’s people know this.  They know too that its survival is dependent on implementing effective plans and programmes that will curb the growing incidence of human / elephant conflicts brought about by the invasion of its natural habitat, the increasing impact that the growing elephant herds have on other species in the ecosystem and the limited availability of food, and the many regulations and restrictions that deny Africans access to a natural and abundant asset at a time when the continents’ many communities live in poverty and starvation.     The prejudices of others, more often than not emanating from those who live outside of Africa are somewhat removed from the real situations facing man and elephants alike in Africa.  People who believe that fences can save the elephant are blind to the realisation that these obstacles and the other restrictions on access to elephants is only fuelling a belief that elephants offer little value to the daily existence of individuals.  

· Access to the revenue that can be earned from responsible trading in ivory is key to the long term recovery of elephant populations on the continent

· Without this revenue, African countries will not be able to afford the widespread conservation measures needed to manage their growing populations - putting the long term survival of the entire species at risk

· The reduction of the elephants natural habitat amidst growing human populations poses a greater threat than poaching

· Building the capacity of local conservation agencies and wildlife authorities to better manage and monitor elephant populations is an investment which can be fully funded from the sale of ivory stockpiles

· Linking and integrating sustainable wildlife conservation practices through beneficial activities such as tourism and hunting increases the value of the elephant in local economies as an asset and resource for present and future communities   

· Destroying ivory stocks or permitting the systematic decay of these valuable reserves is a meaningless exercise which only serves to stimulate and promote black market economies that are  kept alive by ruthless and indiscriminate poaching activities 

· Scientific data and irrefutable evidence showing the growth of elephant populations in Zambia and Tanzania (and across Southern Africa) warrant the amendment of the listing of the Loxodonta Africana on Appendix II and not Appendix I

· Range states remain committed to conservation, preservation and the regulation of its ivory stocks   

The obstinate, prejudicial and unrealistic campaigns by groups to “save” all elephants – rather than the species – is costing the elephant and the continent too much and is delaying and hampering its path to sustainable regeneration.  Denying a country its sovereign rights to the utilisation and management of its natural assets and deciding the fate of one country over the other in the determination of such matters shows a neo-colonial disregard for Africa’s citizens.
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