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Effective cooperation could save the tigers

It is recognized by all the participants to CoP15 that tigers are endangered.  All studies show tiger populations are declining across range states.  There are multiple causes explaining it.  Based on documentation in circulation at the conference, there appears to be agreement that the main problem is related to habitat reduction and food availability for this big predator.   Other factors identified include human-tiger conflicts and poaching.  

In spite of the factors being identified, there appears to be little evidence showing a total overview of the interventions and actions currently in place to ensure the survival of the species.  Most of the literature is devoted to self-promoting individual organisational efforts - and criticism of others in their shortcomings and failures in tiger preservation activities.  At this juncture such behaviour has not helped the tiger much.   

When can we expect to receive a report saying that all Parties and partners have opted to coordinate their efforts and work together to significantly improve tiger populations across the world?   When will the reports submitted by countries and NGOs support each other rather than attempt to transfer the responsibility of failure onto somebody else?

By way of example, we have seen in the last few days a direct link alleged between tiger farming and the reduction of wild tigers.  According to this claim, the reasons for tigers disappearing from their wild habitats are because tigers are being raised in so-called tiger farms and that conflicts with humans are on the increase.  Some people put forward the argument that the existence of these tiger farms is increasing a demand for tiger products and encouraging poaching.   But no evidence has been placed on the table to support this notion. Once again it is just a deflection of the real issues facing the tigers and their quest for survival.  

A comprehensive and co-ordinated programme of action is lacking.  Although the World Bank has provided considerable information on the tiger, together with those entities and NGOs engaged in tiger preservation including a list of all range states, the work plan does not show how exactly such entities could bring together all interventions in a coordinated manner – and who will be responsible for what in terms of a tiger rescue plan.   Having no authority to implement the plan, the World Bank depends on the strong support of range states.  Efforts can only succeed where there is a shared goal and the respect of each other’s ability to achieve the objectives of such a plan.  Renewed partnerships and consensus on the way forward is going to be essential if we are to save the tiger.  Public attacks on each other are certainly not going to help anyone’s cause, least of all the tiger.   

The World Bank, which has for some time funded and supported the drive to save the tiger, is in a strong position to play a decisive role in making an action plan workable.  Success, once again, is largely dependent on its ability to coordinate all the independent interventions currently in play into one workable programme.  But let us not think that this is their responsibility alone.  It will be up to all parties, those involved in wildlife management, organisations raising public awareness and those engaged in scientific study, enforcement agencies and others to put aside their public differences and work more feverishly at finding a common ground where the wild tiger can breed its way back from the brink of extinction.   
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