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West African States Are Right to Choose Wildlife Conservation over Extremism

Madeira, 22 June 2009 - IWMC today urged West African nations to maintain their pro-conservation wildlife policies at international meetings and not to be deterred by public attacks from extreme environmentalists.  

The world’s leading advocate of sustainable wildlife policies noted that pressure recently had been placed on the new government in Guinea to back a narrow agenda at the annual meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), being held this week in Madeira.  West African countries regularly face similar pressures at international gatherings.  

Eugene Lapointe, President of IWMC and a former Secretary General of CITES, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, said:  “This attack was particularly vicious because it strongly implied that West African nations do not support wildlife conservation.  The reality is that West African nations take a responsible approach to conservation, showing leadership in ensuring that science guides the sustainable use of wildlife.”  

Despite promoting themselves as a force for good, western environmentalists have caused great harm by persuading some developing countries to take the extreme path of banning the hunting of wildlife.   This has led to resources being depleted whilst providing no benefits to local people.  In Kenya, a ban on elephant hunting has led to poaching on a scale that cannot be effectively policed by law enforcement agencies. In India, a ban on tiger hunting has led to a rapid decline in the animal’s population as the black market has taken over.  

Mr. Lapointe said:  “Black markets represent the greatest tragedy for wildlife conservation.  Time and again we see poachers and illegal traders destroy animal stocks.  Yet this is exactly what western environmentalists are promoting all around the developing world when they push for hunting bans.  The result is devastation for wildlife and poverty for people.

“West African nations are right to back the sustainable use of wildlife in international meetings.  In the case of the IWC, it clearly makes no sense for developing nations to deny the use of any abundant resources based purely on passing western sentiment.  West African nations are supporting conservation by insisting on a management regime that allows ocean resources to be utilized based on scientific assessments of stocks.”

The public attacks on Guinea came from a collaboration by the World Wildlife Fund (based in Europe) and the Pew Environment Group (based in the United States).  

 — ENDS —

The International Wildlife Management Consortium (IWMC) World Conservation Trust is an international organization that promotes Sustainable Use as a conservation mechanism, for the protection of the sovereign rights of independent nations and for the respect of diverse cultures and traditions.  
For more information, contact Eugene Lapointe at 961.622.005 in Madeira, Portugal
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